
HOW TO GET INVOLVED 
by Jeroen van der Lee 

 
Most of the Union’s positions are 

elected at the end of each Session.  This 
Term there will be elections for the 
following positions: President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, Leader of the House, Clerk of 
the House, Sergeant At Arms, and seven 
elected members of the Standing 
Committee. 

 
All assist with the running of the 

Union, however, responsibilities vary and 
require more or less time commitment.  If 
you’re interested in running for one of the 
positions in the preceding paragraph, 
follow these three steps:  

 
1. Join 

Complete the Membership Form 
and return it to the Secretary Pro 
Tem. 

 
2. Nominate 

Submit a Letter of Intent to run for 
office to the Secretary by noon 
seven days before the scheduled 
date of elections.  Indicate which 
office you wish to be nominated 
for and have it countersigned by 
two Members. 
 

3. Vote 
Don’t forget to vote! 

 
 

 
 
 

Join a Committee 
 
If you want to get involved without 

running for election you can apply to 
become a member of any of the Union’s 
other committees. 

If a vacancy opens up, your 
nomination will then be proposed to the 
Committee for consideration. 

 
Apply for an Appointed Position 

 
Apply to the President (after election).  

Interviews will then be held and 
successful appointments will be consented 
to by the Standing Committee. 

 
Questions? 

 
If you have any questions about how 

to get involved, the Chairman Pro Tem 
and the Secretary Pro Tem will be happy 
to speak with you.  There are copies of the 
Union’s election rules available on the 
Union’s website. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

MISSION 
 

The purpose of the ChengDa 
Union Society shall be to provide a 
forum for parliamentary debate and 
the consideration of matters of 
public life or importance amongst 
members of National Chengchi 
University and distinguished 
persons. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

使命宣 
 

政大聯盟學會的宗旨是提
供一場議會型的論壇和談論社
會中重要題目或政大聯會成員
建議主題的機會。 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Translated by  

Jazza John McMillan-Clenaghan 
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HISTORY OF THE “UNION SOCIETY” 
Edited by Turi Fiorito 

 
The exact origin of the Union Society 

remains steeped in legend, but as the story 
goes, the Cambridge Union Society was 
founded in 1815 at the conclusion of a 
drunken brawl between several smaller 
college debating societies. The "union" of 
the three societies provided the basis for 
the name 'The Cambridge Union Society.' 

 

 
 

The Oxford Union Society is 
Britain’s second oldest University Union 
and the world’s most prestigious debating 
society, with an unparalleled reputation 
for bringing international guests and 
speakers to Oxford. It was established in 
1823, aiming to promote debate and 
discussion not just in Oxford University, 
but also across the globe. 

 

 
 

Founded as a forum for discussion and 
debate, at a time when the free exchange 
of ideas was a notion foreign to the 
restrictive University authorities. It soon 
became the only place for students to 
discuss political topics whilst at Oxford. 
W.E. Gladstone, later to become one of 
the greatest British Prime Minsiters, was 
one of the leading figures of the Union’s 
early years. Gladstone was President of 
the Union in 1830, shortly before entering 
the House of Commons. Many others have 
followed him into politics, and the Union 
can boast dozens of former members who 
have been active in its affairs whilst at 
Oxford and then gone to become both 
nationally and internationally prominent 
figures. 

 
The Yale Political Union is the 

largest undergraduate organization at 
Yale, and the only group of its kind in the 
country.  Founded in 1934 by Professor A. 
Whitney Griswold (who would later 
become University President) to combat 
the insular and apathetic Yale political 
culture of the 1930s, The Union of today 
remains an engaging forum for political 
debate and activity. 

 

 
 
Modeled after the Oxford and 

Cambridge Union Societies, the Yale 
Political Union exists to politically engage 
the University community. Each year 
America’s great social and political 
leaders visit the Union to discuss current 

affairs and debate with the most engaging 
students on campus. Senators and 
governors, judges and journalists, activists 
and academics alike come to the Union to 
debate a variety of topics that face the 
nation. 

 
Nearly 200 years after that now 

famous brawl at Cambridge, the Union 
Society has made its way to the Asia-
Pacific for its next logical evolution at 
National Chengchi University in the 
organization of the ChengDa Union 
Society. 
 

 
 
亞太地區的言論自由的論壇 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome Message 
from the  

Chairman Pro Tem 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 

On behalf of the ChengDa Union 
Society Steering Committee, I welcome 
you to what aims become the Asia-
Pacific’s forum for free speech.  The first 
of its kind in the region, the Society will 
offer its members an opportunity to 
engage and interact with distinguished 
speakers and experts from every walk of 
life. 
 

The Steering Committee has worked 
very hard over the last several months in 
an effort to solicit sponsorship, draft a 
Constitution, and establish a presence in 
the local community.  We will continue in 
this endeavor through elections and into 
the transition after new officers are 
democratically chosen in the coming 
weeks. 

 
It has been a privilege to serve as 

Chairman Pro Tem over the course of the 
First and Second Organizational Meetings 
and I’m excited for what the future of this 
extraordinary Society may bring – and I’d 
like to welcome you to join us. 

 

 


